Your ASP experience can be shared by writing a stery or an article for:
Church newsletter

District, province, or synod newsletter
Conference, diocese, or synod paper
Christian periodicals and magazines
Local newspaper

Term paper

Web site
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. What might be included in your story or article:

Name of church and group.

Date of participation and number of participants.

Where the group served (state or county).

The work accomplished (i.e., re-roofing, built a porch).

Program outline of the week and other activities in which the group was involved.
How group prepared for the experience.

Statements that refer to Christian missions and the work of the church today.
Individual participant’s view of his/her mission experience and the effect on life.
Picture of your group.

How ASP operates (refer to ASP matenals or call the JC office).
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. Areas of sensmwty — not to be used in your article: - ' b,
Name of family you served.

Pictures of the family(s).

Personal information about the families or people in the community.

Generalizations and stereotypes of the-area and the people.

+ Condition of center facility (unless it can be a positive remark).
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. Please write from a posiﬁve perspective. Negative statements about the area, the
facilities, or the people should be avoided completely. Derogatory remarks damage
integrity, respect, and personal dlgmty :

. Should you wish, the ASP staff would be pleased to review any article you write
before submission.

. Avoid allowing a reporter to interview you for a story of your experience.
Reporters will want you to make personal viewpoint statements for a more "complete
story”, and this is how problems occur. Write your own article.

. After your article is published, the ASP office would like to have a copy of it to
_ share with others. Thank you for your cooperation and sensitivity in this area.

. See the accompanying sample.



(Use your church’s letterhead. Type news release below and fill in the blanks, Mail, fax,
or-email to your area’s media. Enclose a photo of your group, if possible. List a name
and phone number for media to call with questlons )

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
(Sunday Edition, if possible)

(Name of your church ) Youth Prepare for Mission Service in Appalachia.

(#) youth and adult leaders from . Church in
- will depart on (date) for a week of mission through
home repair with the Appalacﬂia Service Project in - (County) |
(State). Thisisthe time youth of

this church have served with ASP.

(Put a quote from your contact person or pastor here about how ASP has affected your
youth/adults/community. Talk about efforts to prepare for your trip.)

ASP is a Christian ministry that builds relétionships, faith, and servanthood, while
repairing homes for low-income families and individuals in Tennessee, Kentucky, West

Virginia, and Virginia. Each summer, over 13,500 high school volunteers and their adult -

advisors from over 400 churches participate in all manner of home repairs throughout -
Central Appalachia, making homes warmer, safer, and drier at no charge for their
occupants. -

This summer, ASP will host over church groups {primarily youth and their adult leaders)
in 25 different Central Appalachian locations. These groups will spend every day
(Monday through Friday) completing emergency repairs on homes of people caught in
economic despair. In the evenings, the groups will learn more about the Appalachian
culture, process the-day’s activities, as well as enjoy their time in the Appalachian
Mountains.

(At the end of the article, talk about any plans to share the experience once the group
returns. Also talk about any future plans of your group relating to this project. If the
community has helped to finance this trip, say “thank you” in your article.)
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