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WE'RE RICH! OH-SO RICH! NOT in money but in God's blessings. We are so essed with every-
thing. Twenty-six years ago when Warren and | were married, we thought long raihdttet to get his
brother's family in Apalachin, NY and sister in Boulder, CO for Christmas. Bdtiesé families are
Christians and God has richly blessed them - like us. It was a real chore soryiathing we thought
they would like, wrapping and mailing. Three years ago Catie in Colorado saglribegive presents but
money to a charity of your choice". What a wonderful idea! The first yedragd@urs sent to Teen Chal-
lenge where | volunteer and last year to Faith Action where | volunteered andahts yinshaw Memo-
rial UMC - Bus Fund. We want to share our blessings with our church. Catie requestexissre to her
church and next year to Habitat for Humanity. Ken in NY requested checks séwt kdission (like our
GUM) and Tioga Co. Rural Ministries. These two Christian families ageflowing with God's bless-
ings, just like us.

Are you over-flowing with blessings? Would you like to solve someone's problemyiofy, wrapping
and mailing gifts for you? If so, consider a donation to your church or yourt&ebarity. You WILL
BE BLESSED!! WISHING YOU A BLESSED JESUS-FILLED CHRISTMAS\ND A HAPPY

HOLIDAY SEASON. WARREN AND FERN HAELING
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Prayerfully Written

One of the most meaningful ways to prepare to celebrate the birth of Jesu®€&uis when we reach out
to touch someone who is suffering. Many persons in our community feel overwhelmeaibbyg kands of
pain. Many persons in our community feel alone and abandoned.

When we reach out to touch the pain of another, we become Christmas meggers!

Think about it. Through the conception and birth of Jesus Christ upon the earth, God entered into the pai
of humanity and breathed into being the gifts of everlasting agape, compassion, hopeland €hrist-

mas makes clear the “Good News” that God enters into human suffering. God doesidion aisa In-

deed, God seeks us out. When you visit someone who is hurting and truly listen to him or her with your
whole heart, you become a vessel of God who enters into someone else’s place. Gad tears/into
healing vessels of incarnation. For instance, when | visit with someone who is Hyptiagerfully sense

the presence of the Holy Spirit, and | ask God to help me listen out for what he is upidgarson’s life.
After listening a while, we open up the scriptures and read them aloud. Sometisiag.w& transforma-

tion occurs. When we begin the visit, we feel despair. Some time during the visit Godsothesygar into
hope, and we feel like we are not alone. We don’t know how it happened, but a new awaren&ss has be
put upon us, an awareness that penetrates our thoughts and our feelings, “With God aletipogsitale!”

What are some ways we can continue to reach out and touch the pain of anothersdnygrcager. Get
together with a Christian sister or brother and visit someone who is home bound. Rekegegiver by
“sitting” with their loved one. Visit residents of a nursing care centeriv&aheals to persons who are
home bound. Serve meals at Greensboro Urban Ministry. Enter into a caring domversh someone
you are waiting in the “check-out” line with at the store. Reach out to a child or yoaitspecial way.
Ask the Father to help you tune into the Holy Spirit and make you a better ligtdmier and others.

Thank you for all of the caring ways you reach out to touch others with the loveusfQlrist. Your
Christ-like caring ways will help others believe, “With God all thingsparesible!”

| thank God for you and wish you a most blessed Christmas and new yeatr!
In Christ’s Love,

Rev. Dr. Bart Milleson
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% g@ @ It's time to work on the live nativity scene. Build- Birth hwi;g;'
ing will begin early in December. The scene will
acted in on December 20th—23rd between 7:00 to [
9.00 p.m. The group visited Moses Cone Extended Care over Thanksgiving|. #-
Wednesday night Bible Study is refreshing and uplifting. Many thanks to 2++9-0
the Sadler family for hosting. ASP deposits are in and we have a great group; Zg$ '
looking forward to ASP 2004. 1 .
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The Methodist Adult Fellowship will meet for a great holiday breakfast and > 9 > LITTLEL["{]] JESUS
time of sharing on Tuesday December 23rd at 8:00 A.M. We'll sing carols 22 e, I "% $
and enjoy some great fellowship. Everyone should bring a $3.00 funny gift. 29
Please call the church office by noon on December 21st to reserve your seat > 1” % "&
for this great meal. ) # <2
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“"'Eandgliisz’:\lrll abrg?:alled l
(which means, God is withus)”
—Matthew 1:23 %

Second Sunday Food Offering: Please remember to bring canned food and non-perishable food
the second Sunday of each month. There is a box in the basement near the church offigewhaye
leave the food. This food is delivered to Greensboro Urban Ministry.




